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Firſt Principles of Chriftia- 
nety.” 


HR. v. 12, 


Ye bare ned that one teach you which be the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of God. 


77 HOEVER is acquainted with this 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews will eaſily 
| obſerve, that all ſaid there of Fe/zs 
ſ Chriffs eternal Godhead, of his 
ing the Creator, the IUpholder, and 
[_ f Heir of all Things, and his being 

| above all Angels, Heavens, Pro- 
2 Sc. is to magnify the Doctrine of his At- 
tonement, which is hroughout treated of in ſuch a 
Manner, -as is not beſide in any Part of the Bible. 
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141 — = 
The Author makes all the Prieſts, . Laws, Sacji- MM 
fices, the Temple, and even the ſacerdotal Veſt- 8 
ments and Ceremonies to be Shadows only of the 
Redeemer and his offering himſelf up like a Lamb, 
by which he makes perfect all them that are ſandtifi. 
ed. Hence it is that he eſteems all the other Doc- 
trines only as the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity, and 
little in Compariſon of this hich he calls Perfection; 
becauſe this made perfect the Salvation, and finiſhed 
Iniquity, made an End of Sin, brought in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, blotted out the Curſ: and its Cauſe, 
opened the Gate of Heaven, reconciled the World to 
God, deſtroyed Death, ſpoiled him that had the Power 
of it, that is the Devil, and obtained eternal Redemption 
for us; ſo, that properly, above all other Doctrines, this 
dolorves to be termed the Doctrine of Per fetion, as it 
is many times re by the Apoſtle in this Epiſtle, 
but particularly when he ſays, e leaving tbe 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, namely, the lay- 
ing the Foundation of Repentance from dead Works, 
_ of Faith towards God, of the Doctrine of Bap- 
iſms, of laying on of Hands, of the Reſurrefion — 
e Dead, and of eternal Fudgment, let us go on unto 
Perfedtion ; from which Time he goes on to ſpeak of 
the New Covenant in the Blood of Chriſt, of bis 
Prieſthood and . when he offered up his own 
Body once for all, by which, he ſaxh, we are ſancti- 


fied and perfected. Allo i in the Courſe of his Doc- 2 
trines he ſhews, how little Effect the Daily Sacrifices, 4 
ſpriakling of the Blood of Bulls and Goats. Sc. had #$ 
on thoſe who attended ſuch a Worſhip; ſeeing, they -— a 
did not make them perfect; for, he ſays, if * - 1 


tion was by that Prieſthood, then there would 
been na need of another Prieſt to come after the Order 
of Melchiſcdech ; but he concludes, the Law made 

nathing perfect, but the bringing i in of a better Hope wn 
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and that Chriſt crucified is the true Doctrine of Per- 
edtion. : = 
4 We muſt not, however, deſpiſe the firſt Principles 
of Chriſt ; they are ſacred Truths, and lead and point 
to his Attonement, as the Steps led up- to the Tem- 
ple. Of theſe, as they are mentioned in this Epi- 
ſtle, I will ſpeak in a particular Manner, and begin 
with the Doctrine of Repentance. from dead Works, 

All Works done without a living Faith in Cbriſt 
mult be reckoned dead, for they are fo in the Eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do. Chiefly all the 
Works of the Fleſh are dead, namely, Idolatries, 
Blaſphemies, Swearing, idle Jefting, and Songs of 
the Drunkard, Lies, Uncleanneſs, Whoredoms, 
Murders, Thefts, Banquetings, Pleaſures, Covet- 
ouſneſs, Anger, Revenge, Envy, Railing, Injuſtice, 
Cruelty, c. theſe are all dead Works, and are the 
Fruits of dead Men who have never been quickened 
by Cbriſt 5 us. Theſe have ſprung out of a dead 
and unbelieving Nature, and thoſe who do ſuch 
Things, all Lovers of the World and the Things of 
the World, are dead to God, while they live. _ 

This is eaſily conſented to by the ſerious and more 
devout Part of Mankind; and ſince they avoid the 
Danger of running into theſe think themſelves ſafe, -* 
and eſpecially if, on the other Side, they are exer- 
ciſed in Works of Piety, Faſting, Alms, Prayer, 
reading the Scriptures, going to Church, c. but 
herein is alſo Danger, for till we are made alive by 
the Holy Spirit, and adopted into God's Family, we 
allo are dead, and our Works dead Works, and muſt 
be repented of, as well as our known Sins. Who- 
ever is not born again is at beſt but a Servant in 
God's Houſe, and a, Servant abideth nat in the Houſe 
always, but a Son , abideth always ; let him value his 
Works as much as he pleaſes, and let it be highly 
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| our into a Life of Sobriety and Religion. There 


61 
eſteemed among Men, yet where they have not been 


done out of a Heart wherein the Love of God is ſhed 


and are only ſet vp in the room of Chrift ; and be- 
cauſe of this, they are in the Sight of God an Abo- 
mination. There are many ſerious and ſober People 
In the World who are quite ignorant of the Righte- 


abroad by the Holy Ghoſt, they are not "1 Works, 


*ouſneſs of God revealed by Faith, and who cannot 
truſt the Blood and Obedience and tender Mercy of 
. Feſus Chriſt, and therefore try to make a Righteou/- 


„ 


2 of their own Works, and comfort themſelves that 


they are better than others, ſetting up this for the 
*Cauſe of their Acceptance Above, and ſo run into 


groſs Joey. and depend and truſt the Works 
of their Hands, which is "the Abomination which 
"makes deſolate, landing in the ſtead of Cbriſt, where 
it ought not. All this is building upon Sand, and 
what muſt fall before the Throne in the Day of 
Trial; they are dead Yorks, and not built upon the 
Rock. However ſach People may think well of 


their Lives and Works now, yet when our Saviaur 


ſhines upon them, and enlightens their Eyes to ſee 
and judge righteous judgment, they will find fo 
much Pride, Wandering, Oſtentation, Selfifhne(s, 
and Sin mingled in all their holieſt Deeds, that they 
will be aſhamed of all they have done, and hath and 
abhor themſelves for eſteeming the beſt Work or 
moſt commendable Action they ever did better than 
Dro!s and Dung, and repent heartily of their Pride 
and Self-canceit, N es | 

The Prince of this World bas found Means to de- 
ceive in every Thing, and in nothing more than is 
the Doclrine of Repentance; for generally no more is 


meant by it by People of our Time, than lea 


groſs Sins, and changing a wild and wicked Beha- 
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* Matter farther, 
Mow of no ſound Conv F 720 


any te $ the Sinner has 
deen firft awakened and hop, with the Terrorp 
aud Thunders of the Law, under, which he cries out 
ndnd is affrighted exccodingly, chat be daes nat 
= only leave off his. Sins, bim ables Day and Nig} 
= AP, God's Fudgments ; - 1 7 this i 1s called 

al Re Repentance, and. ften wears off e 
Ge. ao Caſe of 75 
who for a wblle we 


like Balaam 2 — Ang el Ho 
115 bor 7 a Nom tb 
turn agaim as; 4 Dog "to. his Vom as 

fo *quallow in « The 1 Mire, a ox 
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ſatisfy Sl 1 abſtaining from 9 
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tho“ e have a Name to lik. Ike the Church Li 
Sardis in the 18 0 Toll, are dads and WI 
the Jon of Vd in orl and. { 0 without 
True and Go 2785 Pentauce oes far more nx 
and 18, Uke he ee irk of our Saviour, 458 
dug exalted % 72 Fe to. 777 People, 
nitent Man is one to whom.our Sawour has als 
ke e ny ret ey 3 it were, 
ue 'thou me ? Such ſten aniſhed he- 
fore oY and can neither eat, . fleep in 
Fee; they have obtained ſuch a Sight of Sin in 
14 their 
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be purged away but by the Bled of God; we 
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their own natural Heart, Body, and Soul, pry in alt 
they have ever done, that their Spirits ſink and fail, 
21 with a Thirſt and Longing for Mercy unſpeaka- 
ble, they turn and look ng fr Him whom they 
| Have pierced, and mourn for Him. Nor can they 

take Pleaſure, Aly, -mofe in the World, or in their 
Mite Company, or Delights, the Lord has min- 
ed Wormwood "and Gall with every Thing, and 
and, now they would give the World: to be aſſured 
lat Crit bas Faden them: They are in Peter's 
Caſe. after our Saviour looked upon him, their very 
Arndt Heart arid Soul is melted, they weep and 
Agh continually, and have no Reſt, tl they have 
. a Reſt for. # their Souls, © 
If you would know what Repentance i is current be- 
Kyo! the Searcher of Hearts, it is that which is learn- 
the Foot of the Croſs, and begins at the Death 
cf 05%. No one has a right Senſe of Sin but by 
Jooking to Jeſus, or rather by Zeſu;'s. looking upon 
bim; ers he ſees what Sin is, and that it could 


known what a diſpleaſing and hateful; Thing n 
have been, that it ſo oppreſſed and weighed Hm 
Wich intolerable Pain and Anguiſh, the Only begotten 
of the Father. When the Holy Spirit leads: a Sinner 
to behold the Lamb, and ſhews him how his. Sins 
tote and grieved bim, how it afflicted and bruiſed 
his Soul, and made him travail like a Woman in her 
'Pangs, he forſakes for ever all his Sin, ſinks down, 
and begs for Pardon, he loves the. Saviour, he is 
overcome and ſick of Love, he mourns. and lan- 
guiſhes for his Salvation and Righteouſneſs, and at- 
tains it to his Heart's Joy for ever. This is 4 Re- 
Pentance from dead Works, a true e * 


7 1 nof to be repented of. | 
Rn 39 77 
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A fecond Principle of Chriftianity is Faith towards 
God. This alſo has been mimicked by the Deceiver, 
and Men have learned to ſay I believe, who don't 
know what they mean. This has been the Reaſon 
why conſenting to a divine Truth, fuch as the My- 
ſtery of the Trinity, the Divinity and Miracles of 
Chrifh, &c. has been called Faith, whereas all Pro- 
feſſors of Orthodox Chriftiaxity have this, who never- 
theleſs may be Strangers to that Faith once delivered 
to the Saints. This Faith, which is called here Faith 
towards God, and in other Places Faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is a certain Work of the Holy 
Gbeſt in the Heart, whereby the Poſſeſſors of it lay 
hold on Redemption, and appropriate the Lamb and 
his Merits and Righteouſneſs to themſelves A ir 
the very Evidence, Witneſs, and poſſeſſing of vur Sa- 
viour, who is unſeen, and brings with it Bleſſedneſs, 
Peace, Life, and the Kingdom of God. 

According to the Scriptures, a Man cannot be a 
Believer without being born of God and having eter- 
nal Life in Him. Nor i is any thing in the New Te- 
flament more clear, or oftener aſſerted, than that, 
Whoſoever believeth in Feſus Chri if bal be 223 
and this Experience proves true, none hay 
riſhed finally who believed; they, already, —4 1 
Heaven upon Earth ; it is the very Means whereby 
they eſcape the Curſe of the Law; are ſaved from 
Wrath to come, and live and die happy. As dear 
Children ſo do they believe the Scriptures, depend 
firmly upon the Promiſes, are obedient to their Ben- 
venly Fatber, and, without wanting to define the 
Myſtery or to have it explained to their Underſtand- 
ing, they one eſus it God from everlaſling , and 
the ſame with bis Father and the Holy Gb 
believe his chaſte and miraculous Conception an 
Birth, his Doctrines, and Death inſtead of his Peo- 


ple, 
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ple, and that, in our weak Fleſh and Blood, he who 
was Fehovab ery and true God, did ſuffer, bleed, 

die, riſe again, and aſcend into Heaven, where he is 

_ bodily, and with hir own Blood, in Preſence of all 

£7 the She . and in the Sight 

of all the holy 

But they K more, and herein hey differ from 
fach as profeſs the Truth, or have the Form of God- 
lineſs and A peak ſound Words, but are without the 
Power ; for they now our Saviour, they have Peace 
with him, they have got Abſolution and Pardon from 
him, they have his uſneſs, they have his $9/- 
vit, they have the Fonetaſle and of their ever= 

enten. This they emo by believing, 
a8 if they lived by Sight, 1 mean, as 
a if walked about with them, talked 
with them, as if they lay down in his Arms, as if 
they ſaw him. Faith is che Soul's Senſes, it szxs 
Tefus, HEARS ,, TasTiEs how good he is, fol- 
lows bim by the Savour or SMELL - of bis good Oint- 
ments, FEELS bis Love, and to all Intents' and Pur- 
are ſaved. There need not be {aid much 
about it, for zvbofo believeth hath the Witneſs in him. 
Leh, and though he has nqt cen Chris he is blefſed 
an believing i in Him. 

This is the Faith onre delivered to the Sanne; 
z the One Faith, which the Prophets and Fe 
bad who before · hand ſaw the Sufferings of Cbriſt, a 
the Glory that ſhould follow, and were themſelves 
Partakers afar off in his Salvation; for had his 
ſneſs imputed to them, they walked with 
Gad, received the Witneſr nbat they pleaſed God, they 
dred in Faith, and God was not aſbamed to be called 
their God. By this Faith Iſuiab, Hezekiah, Foſbua, 
David, &. knew their Sins were forgiven, 
CEOS: avas their Salvulion, and that | 


bad 


[11] 
. made with them an everlaſling Covenant, ordered 
l Things and ſure. | | 

| By this Faith the Apoſtles and Diſciples, eotem- 


= with our Saviour, were perſuaded of his Di- 
TT vinity, notwithſtanding they were Witneſſes of his 
EE Weakneſs, Shame, and Death. They received the 
Holy Ghiſt hereby, knew their Names were written 
in Heaven, obtained Grace to perſevere, and tho 
they ſaw their Lord no more after his Aſcenſion, 7 
believed in bim, and rejoiced with Foy unſpeakable and 
full of Glory. ab hy ay py 
By this Faith the primitive Chriſtians and Martyrs 
endured all Torments, Sufferings, and Deaths; they 
ſaw bim that was inviſible, they knew he dwelt in 
them, they found his Salvation, and felt his Love 
and eternal Life. 5 
In this Faith all the many millions of believing Souls 
who have departed out of the World ſince Chrift in 
Peace and Comfort, were enabled to meet their laſt 
Hours with Courage; they had experienced his Grace, 
they found him near to them ; they ſaw his Merits and 
Wounds, and were healed thereby ; they felt he had 
taken away the Sting of Death, and were confident 
he was their Saviour, and had loved them and would 
love them ta the End, ſo they believed, and fo proved 
with exceeding great Joy. Ye WIS 
Such a Faith as this, is worthy of its bleſſed Author 
Teſus,, by which be-manife/ts bimſelf to us bis Children 
as he does not unto the World, and for which we 
ſhall love and adore him. to all Eternity. This is the 
Faith of God's Ele. This is the Faith whereby we 
overcame the World, and what is meant in the Tex 
by Faith toward: God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now I come. to ſpeak. of Baptiſm, which alſo is 
another of the fir/t Principles of C riſtianity, There 
are many Sorts of Baptiſms, and neither Fobn or the 


Diſciples 


[ 12 ] 
Diſciples of Chrift \ were the firſt who introdubed it; 
for even under the Law Baptiſms were frequent. 
When a Prie/t entered his Office he was firſt bapti- 
zed; the Beaſts alſo in the Sacrifices were baptized 
| or waſhed, Solomon had appointed the Brazen Sea 
| and the Laver for this Purpoſe ; all Cups, Bowls, 
| and Veſſels were thus waſhed, and theſe all were 
| Shadows of the true Baptiſm. St. Paul does not 
ſcruple to ſay, that be Iſraelites were baptized in the 
Cloud and in the Sea unto Mofes. The like St. Peter 
fays of Noah and his Family in the Ark, &c.. Jobn's 1 
Baptiſm was a peculiar Sort, for he baptized Jt in 
Jordan that came to bim and confeſſed 1 5 Sins, 
and this was termed the Baptiſm of Repentance; but 
he conſtantly confeſſed it was not the true Baptiſm, 
for, , faid he, one cometh after me migbtier than I, 
whoſe Shoes Latchet J am not worthy to unlooſe, be 
ſpall Vadtize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. 
Our . Saviour ſubmitted to this aptiſm of Jobn, 
which proved nevertheleſs it was from Heaven, and 
of Divine Inſtitution, and thus he ſubmitted to every 
'Ordinance of the Law, and to this ſhort Diſpenſa- 
tion which came in between, that he might fu all 
Righteouſneſs 45 Multitudes were obedient to Jobn's 
Baptiſm, for all Judea and Jeruſalem and round about 
Jordan were baptized « 125 but Jeſus's Diſciples 
alſo baptized, and it ſeems had more came to their 
Bent than FJobn, Pee” Feſus himſelf did not 
baptize with Water. This Sort of Baptiſm, as well 
as the Preaching of the Diſciples, which was, Repent, 
for the Kingdam of Heaven is at band, was much the 
Game with John's, and laſted till the Night wherein 
S 141 was betrayed, and then he inſtituted a new 
of waſbing or baptizing, and this was when he 
took Water and waſhed his Diſciples Feet; and 
however little it may ſeem to many that this #: 
| Cz 
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done, it was certainly weighty in his Eyes; for 
when Peter would have been excepted, out of a fort. 
of Humility, the Lord told him, Except I waſh thee 
thou baſt no Part in me ; this done, he ſaid to them, 
New are ye clean, and even ordered them to keep 
up the ſame Thing among one another, though he 
told them, what I have done to you naw you don't 
know, but hereafter ye ſball know, The primitive 
Chriſtians kept up this ſort of Bapti/m or Feet waſh- 
ing among them, and even ſome Congregations 
and little Churches of Chri/# renew it now with a 
religious Order, Care, and Simplicity, as well as 
other Ordinances of their Maſter, with his Bleſſing 
and Preſence. | 
Our Saviour mentions yet another Baptiſm where 
with he was to be baptized, and was ſtraitened till 
it was accompliſhed ; this happened to him the ſame 
Night in which the former was inſtituted, and was 
a Baptiſm of Water and Bload, when the fiery 
Wrath drank up his Spirits, and put him into ſuch 
a diſtreſſing Ferment, that his Sweat fell down from 
him like great Drops of Blood, and made his Rai- 
ment look as if he had dipped it in Wine ; with 
this we are to be baptized, and this like Fire ſhall 
cat up the Ruſt of Sin, and burn up all our Filth, 
and devour all other Fires, and whatever elſe has not 
been right in our Redeemer's Sight. But this muſt be 
ſpoke of in its Place, namely, when I ſpeak of the 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, Rg Be 
The Day of our Savzour's Aſcenſion. he ordained 
his Baptiſm in theſe Words, Go and make me Diſci- 
ples in all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of. 
tbe Father, and of the Sin, and of the Hely Gboſt, 
eaching them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I bave 
commanded you, and lo! I am with you always to the 
nd of the World. F 155 
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1 think there is no room to diſpute that he or- 
dained Water, ſince after his Departure- Philip went 
down into the Water and baptized the Eunuch, and 
Peter uſed Water when he baptized Cornelius and his 
Houſe ; but then it muſt not be eſteemed merely 
a Jobn Baptiſts Baptiſm, or only a. Water - Baptiſm ; 
(the primitive Church held fuch accurſed who affirm- 
ed this) but the Authority in which it is adminiſter- 
ed muſt give it great Weight, and make it impor- 
tant to us. Leſt the World or raſh light- minded 
Men might think the Apoſtles and Miniflers of Chri/? 
baptized Diſciptes to themſelves, or as Jobn had 
done, or leſt it might be eſteemed human, or only 
a bare Ceremony, Feſus ſent them to adminiſter it 
in the Name of the blefſed Trinity; they were his 
Plenipotentiarics and Ambaſſadors, who had their 
Authority from the King of Kings, and might act in 
his Name and in his Father's Name, and in the 
Name of the Holy Ghoſt. This Solemnity has no 
Precedent in the Scripture, and much leſs has any 
ſuch been uſed in performing Ceremonies or Shadows, 
nor indeed was there a Need for it ; but to put it 
beyond: the Reach of Doubt, our Saviour promi- 
ſed they ſhould not celebrate this Divine Myſtery 
without Hun, Lo! I am with you to the End of the 
World, There was fuch a Dependance upon this 
Promiſe of our Saviour among his firſt Miniſters, 
that they made no Doubt of having him preſent in 
the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm ; and they not only 
found it ſo by a happy Experience, but preached it 
as a ſure Doctrine to all who became concerned 
about their Salvation, or aſted, What ſhall we do to be 
ſeded Believe and be baptized and you ſhall be ſaved; 
and this was allo firſt taught them by their chief 
Apoſtle and Bifbop on the fame Day in which he was 
taken up, as I have before obſerved. St. Peter owes 
*s | c 
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the awakened Souls of this, ſaying, Repent and be 
baptized,. and ye ſhall receive the Holy Gboſt. Anna+ 
nias does the ſame to Saul when ak had 1 him 
in that low and poor State in D us, Ariſe, faith 
he, and be baptized, and. waſh away thy 2 The 
ſame was done by Saul, when he was converted, 
to ſome Men in 2110 whom he aſked, if they 
had found the Lo Have ye, ſaid he, received 
the Holy Ghoſt fence ye -belzeved * They anſwered, 
No, we — * of it. He aſked again, 
Then bow were ye baptized * They faid, Jobn bap- 
tized us and he immediately taught them, that 
Fobn's Baptiſm. was indeed with Water unto Repentance, 
that they ſhauld believe on him which ſbauld come af- 


: 
| ter, namely, on Chriſt Feſus, and theſe, in Number 
, bout twelve, were baptized, again unto Chri/?, and 
. ? received the Hal Gba. Beſides theſe, there are 
e abundance of *. in the Scriptures of the Pre- 
i ſence of Jeſus viſibly and ſenſibly felt in Bapti/m - 
* ; His Spirit has quickened in that Hour thoſe buried 


witb bim in Baptiſm, and his Blood and pure Water 

has waſhed away their Sins, at the very time of the 
= waſhing in his Name. The Accounts of the Con- 
verſion of the: Eunuch, of the Jailor at Philippi and 
others, are Proofs of this Truth, and may not be 
ſighted, But here two Things are to be obſerved, 


— firſt, that the Baptiſm of Chriſt was to be given to 
n ich who believed, and therefore he-ſaid, ficſt teach 
nly them, make them my Diſciples, then baptize them; 


Jen 0 when. the Funuch deſired Philrp to baptize him, he 
ed *21d hir, if be believed be, might be baptized, and on 
1. his confeſſing his Belief in Jeſus that be was God, 
. Philip. went down into the Water with bim and bap- 
thief i bim; and wherever Perſons received Baptiſm 
. was WY Faith they have found it done to them accordingly, 
n ene 


* 


5 


and buried with him to the World, and riſen again to 
Life eternal with him, and received of him the Adop- 
tien of Sons and the new Name. 

\ Secondly, we may obſerve, all are not ſent to bap- 
tize ; ſome run and ſay as the Lord faith, when, as 
JI Ive, ſaith the Lord, I have not ſpoken, I have not 
ſent them. St. Paul himſelf confefſes, Chriſt ſent me 
af to baptize, but to preach, . 

J think therefore, whoever baptizes fhould be 


convinced of his Commiſſion from the Higb-prieſt, 


that he might act in Faith with Chearfulnefs and Au- 
thority, and depending on the Promiſe of our Savi- 
eur*s Preſence with him, left he ſhould bring the 
holy Ordinance into Contempt, and make it- at laſt 
merely ceremonial, That has been too much the 
Caſe in great Part of the Chriſtian World, and the 
light Manner in which Baptiſm has been treated, 
both by the Minifters, and alſo by ſuch as received it, 
has ſtumbled ſome religious and pious Minds, and 
they have at firſt ſlighted the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
as it is now called, and at laſt ſpoken againſt any thing 
of that Kind, and only looked to the End, or fpiri- 
tual Part of it: However ſuch are to be blamed, yet 


J will not ſay they are wholly in Fault; for let a 


Perſon only ſeriouſly weigh, how light a Matter the 
Doctrine of Baptiſm is to many of thoſe who con- 
tend for it,” and how, after all their ftrenuous Argu- 
ments for it, they at-laſt believe it a mere Ceremony, 
a Shadow, a Sign, and nothing real, but deny as ſtiffly 


the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, the waſhing from Sin in 


this Life, &c, and then judge how little Difference 
there is in Fact between them that uſe it, and thoſe 
that vſe it not. | | | | 

But the Caſe is much otherwiſe, where one be- 
| Hieves the Promiſe of God; there Feſus and bis Spi- 
rit, with Blood and Water do inwfibly, what is — - 
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fibly by the Miniſter, who only acts like an A mbaſſa- 
dor of a Prince; he uſes his Maſter's Name and 


knows what he does, and what be binds upon Earth 
is bound in Heaven, and what be looſes upon Earth is 
loofſed in Heaven; what he waſhes in the Name of 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, that 
the ſame God waſhes 5; and whom he buries 4vi#b 
Cbriſt in Water in the Name of Feſus, is done by 
Feſus, and ſhall be found fo in the Day of Tudgment. 

But ſo much alſo is true: A Miniſter ſent to bap- 
tize, and called of God as was Aaron to the Miniſtry 
of . may baptize, and the Perſon baptized 
may loſe the Bleſſing of Baptiſin, and remain unſaved, 


carnal, and unconverted. This was the Caſe between 


St. Philip and Simon Magus, for, after his Baptiſm, 
Peter tells him, I perceive thou art yet in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity, and adds, thy Money 
periſh with thee. In ſuch Caſes, Faith has been wanting 
in thoſe who were baptized, and I don't know{if the 
Promiſes can be proved to be made otherwiſe than to 
him that believes. 

Therefore I blame all who preſs the ſubmitting to 
Ordinances without underſtanding what they want, 
or what our Saviour would have, but lay the whole 
Streſs upon doing the Thing ; whereas that was not 
the Mind or Intent of our Lord God and Saviour 3 
he who looked upon Circumciſion in the Fleſh as no 
Circumciſion where it was not done in the Spirit, 
the ſame looks upon Baptiſ as no Baptiſm where 
the Baptiſm of the Holy Spirit is lighted, and the 
waſhing from Sin neither wanted, nor fought, not 
expected at all. The fame might be ſaid of praying 
without the Heart, of which God complains in Iſaiab, 
or going to Church and mingling with the Children 
F God, without being really joined to the Fir fi- 

rn, and having obtained the Adoption, or ſinging 

n 


Wor 
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Words without the Spirit and the Underſtanding, or 


bearing Preaching with the Ears cloſed, like the deaf 


* and dead to the Voice of the Son of God 
within. aka | | 

The Modes of Bapti/m have been different; fome 
have been baptized in Rivers, others in Houſes ; 
ſome Churches have uſed a pouring out of Water in 
the Name of the Lord upon the Catechumens, or 
Candidates for Bapts/m-3 others again only fprinkled 
them, uſing the Words our Saviour had appointed; 
fo again ſome have baptized only on the Forehead, 
ethers on the Head, others on the Breaſt ; . and ſome 
only once, others, and that from the moſt ancient 
Cuſtoms, three times, and this was called the Trine 
Aſperſion, viz. once at the naming of the Father, 
once at the naming the Sor, and onee at the naming 
of the Holy Ghoſt, We may not deſpiſe any of theſe 
Forms, becauſe the Aim to pleaſe our Saviour and 
do his Will may be pure and right in his Sight, 
and we may fafely conclude, he did not therefore 
appoint the exact Mode of Baptiſm, teſt we ſhould 
have been tempted to have reſted in the Performance 
of the true and Scriptural Form, and. neglected the 
chief Thing, which is the Baptiſm of tbe Holy Gboſt, 
and without which all the reſt is but of little Ef- 
fect. | | 
The Primitive Chriſtians made very much of the 
Doctrine of Baptiſm, and ſaw how evidently God 
wrought thereby, and revealed himſelf to ſuch as 
| were baptized in his Name. Hence they were ſo 


careful whom they admitted to Baptiſm, and the 


Care and Diligence with which this Matter was car- 
ried on, and the due Reſpect and Reverence ſhewn 
out of the Heart to the Ordinance of our Saviour, 
was an inexpreſſible Bleſſing to the firſt Ages of the 
Church ; wauld to God it had (till . 

ioht 
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[#9 ] 
right Spirit, and then that Sacrament had not been 
ſo common or ſo prophaned as we ſee it daily is. 
But however happy the Fir/? Chriſtians were in this 
Reſpect, they certainly carried the Matter too far in 
a few Centuries, and began to doubt if eyen a Child 
dying without Baptiſm could enter Heaven; and this 
in latter Ages became a Doctrine in the Weſtern 
Churches, who, without any Foundation in the 
Scripture, now aſſert, they can't be ſaved, It is 
lain that many hundreds, if not thouſands, of Be- 
ievers, both Men and Women, have ſuffered Mar- 

rdom for Chrift who never were baptized ; theſe 
| $f bra Blood, as well as the 
Children Herod flew, c. but this is a forced Con- 
cluſion, and would not ſtand good always, ſince 
ſome have been ſtrangled, burnt, &c. but the Truth 
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, they were ſaved in believing as all are. | 
But to return: There are others who inſiſt, that 
4 the Candidates for Baptiſm ſhould be immerſed or 
F plunged" into the Water, and this no Doubt was the 
= ancient Way, and beſt reſembles the Burial of Body 
x and Soul into the Death of Cbriſi, and is retained 
, yet by ſeveral Congregations in the World, and in 
. icular approved of and commanded by our En- 
| gliſþ Church *; but as the Form in this reſpe& has 
5 not been expreſsly ſet down' in the Bible, we ſhould 
* do wrong to break the Peace of the Church of 
FR Chriſt, in contending too violently for a Matter not 
0 eſſential to Salvation. 2 
be The moſt eſſential Things relating to the Form 
3 ſeems to be the Water, and the baptizing in tbe 
20h | Name of the bleſſed Trinity; and yet even in the A- 
bh time we find many were baptized in the 
* Name of the Lord Feſus, and we cannot ſay that the 
= Diſciples uſed any other Words or Name when they 
ght ES. baptized, 


ds the Rubrick in the Office of Baptiſm. 
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baptized, or preached it as neceſſary 


[ 20 ] 
and ſinee the 
obole Flneſs of the Gadbeed dwells badi) in eſur, 
I judge, a Perſon baptized in bis Name is truly, and, 
according. to the Scriptures, rightly baptized, and if 
we think otherwiſe we . muſt queſtion St. PauPs 
Baptiſm, thoſe at Epbeſur, and thoſe baptized by St. 

eter ; for who can be ignorant that ſo they tau bt 

e baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus, 


' ated, ſince . we * - they were ze 


in ihe Name of Fe ſus Chrift ? 
Beſides have of the different Forms of 


baptizing, I may yet add, that in the ſame Manner 


other circumſtantial Things in the Act of admini- 
this Divine Ordinance have varied too; ur 
though the Apoſtles obſeryed no ſuch Cuſtom, 


many very early baptized only from Eafter to 
ſuntide, unleſs in Caſes of 2 Nelly 6 ; ome 
tes 


dreſſed the Baptiſ- mal in white, others 
warmed the Wa in which they were baptized, 
others uſed Oil, Salt, Ge. mingled with the Wa- 
ter, and in the times of Superſtit 11 or Be theſe 
were made neceſſary Parts of Ba 222 
indeed they were introduced by in different 
Ages of the Church, ſome out ot Conſcience, and 
ſome as typical of Things unſeen, Such as were 
for 15 only from Eaſter to Pentecoſt, did it be- 
the Time the Lord roſe and breathed on 
iples, to the Time of that * | 


| f the miſe of the Father, the pirit had 
been given. Such as dreſſed the 81. 


in white 
Raiment, did it to denote they were waſhed and 
made white in the Laver of Regeneration, and were 
now cloathed with the white Linen of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs. Again, ſuch as warmed the Water, a4 it 


to ſignify the warm Blood and Water that came out of 


our " Saviour's Side, which was * eſteemed the 
- - _- Fountain 
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Fountain of the Sacrament, The anointing with Ou way 
to ſhew, their being anointed Kings and riefts to God, 
Sc. But however innocent all theſe Things might 
have been deſigned originally, where any Depend- 
ance or Streſs is laid upon * they are better 
be bel. and the plain, ſimple, and apoſtolical Way 
the | 
F There is yet much faid, in the ſame Manner of 
the above, in Behalf of the different Modes of bap- 
tizing. Such as defend the Uſe of ſprinkling, or 
aſperſing, pouring of Water, &c. uſe the Words of 
Ezekiel, I will. ſprinkle clean Water upon them and 
they ſhall be clean ; and in Iſaiab, I will pour Va- 
ter  upay them, [ will pour Floods upon the dry 
Ground ; ſo in Joel, I Sar pour out of my Spirit. 
"Such as 'baptize upon the Head, look on it as the 
Antitype of the Old Anointing, and <p efteemed it 
as a Crown and Glory to the Recelyers of it. * 
as baptize on the Forehead, do it becauſe it is 
Seal of our Diſci leſhip, and we are (aid to 1 
marked on the Forehead with the Mart of the Lamb, 
whoſe Badge and Mark this ſhould ſignify. Such 25 
baptize on the Breaſt can alſo up e that Place as moſt 
proper, being the very Seat o the Heart, and ſo 
com ptchends much, ſince all is received and enj joyed 
5 ths Heart. As f faid before, ſo I fay here, that 
is a'Pity any of theſe leſſer Matters ſhould be diſ- 
puted with Heat, ſince they are not the Sub/ance, 
and may be conſcientiouſly uſed by all 'the different 
Sorte of Profeſſors of C riſtianity to the Glory of 
the Lord Cbriſt. | 
But there is yet a weighty Matter to be conſider- 
ed, and that is the Baptiſm of Infants and Children, 
of which we have no direct Precedent or Example 
. and which Practice is ſo ſeverel 
ure Fool: 
I kno 
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I know the chief Arguments brought in Defence of 
this are, that as Circumciſion inaugurated and ingraft- 
ed into the Jewiſh Church, ſo does Baptiſm into 
the Church of Chri/? ; and therefore, as Infants 
were ordered to receive that Sacrament, which St. 
Paul calls 2 Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, ſo 
can Infants now receive Baptiſm, ſince they are 
Children of Faith,. or Children of. Believers, and 
were not begotten or born in the Impurity of Un- 
belief, but in the Holineſs of Faith, Belides this, 
the Promiſes being made to us, and our Children, and 
our Sawiour”s ſaying, let the little Children come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom 
of God; beſides the Accounts we have in the Scrip- 
ture of whole Families being baptized, as the Hou 
Bold of Stephanus and others, in which it may b 

reaſonably ſuppoſed there were Children. as well as 
Adults. But the belt that can be ſaid of all is, that 
vithout Doubt Children are capable of receiving the 
Bleſſing of Chriſt, and when Parents bring them to 
Him in Faith, to receive his Bleſſing, they muſt, not 
r an kt ect ods 30A 
It weuld be ſinful to aſk, What Benefit can a 
new-bo:n Babe receive who. neither hears or under- 
ſtands tte Goſpel, nor has a Will or Power either to 
believe or diſbelieve the Doctrine of Cbriſt? For this 
would be really to think like the Diſciples, .. who 
therefore forbad the People, to bring their Children to 
Chriſt, and. for which 75], was, dipleaſed, and: af. 
ſured. them, they" could receive the Kineds of God, 
and* that fo paſſive and like Clay as a dale Child is, 
ſo muſt. every one become Who would enter into bis 
ngdom. Feremiab was ſanctified in the Bell , 
Fobn..m his Mother's, Womb, and could leap, for 
Joy. when Mary: and. Eliaabęih ſaluted, each other, 
being filled: with the Holy, Gbot,, © The Qyeltion 
$4 vg IL Vaal] * F ee tos, wha — K therefore 
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therefore muſt not be, If the Infants are able to 
receive Grace and the Holy Spirit? For that is a 
true Doctrine, and clear and confirmed in the Scrip- 
tures; and if Jeſus ſaw their Faith who let down 
the Paralitic ugh the Roof before him, and 
forgave the Man, made him his Sen, and healed him, 
He can ſee their Faith now who bring their Chil- 
dren to be waſhed by Him, and do the ſame gra- 
cious Acts, as he. certainly does, and will by no 
on diſappoint thoſe who have believed in Him : 
ſhall be done to them according to their Faith, and 
100 „ will be with them to the End of the World 
who miniſter in his Name and Faith, and will faith- 
fully preſerve and keep all ſuch as have been com- 
mitted to his Care, or dedicated to him and waſhed 
in Water according to his holy Word. 

Let ſuch anſwer. for it who lightly and wantonly 
have either meddled with Ba priſm or expoſed it to 
Contempt in the World ; 70 as it is poſſible to re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper . and bring Judg- 
ments upon our Heads, fo can Men receive and ad- 


miniſter unworthily, and to equal Hurt, the Sign of 
the Baptiſm of the Lard. 


What l have occaſionally mentioned in this Dit. 


courſe, namely, the inward waſhing of the Heart, 
and the cleanſi ing our Bodies with pure Water out 
of the Side of Jeſus, is the true and only Baptiſm 
which avails; and though without the outward wach- 
ing of Water a Child can be ſaved, yet without the 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghofl no Man can be faved. 


We muſt be baptized with the Baptiſm wherewith 


our Maſter was baptized, the ſame Blood and Wa- 
ter which over · ſtreamed and covered him in the 
Garden, muſt ſprinkle us from an evil Conſcience, 
and waſh us Body and Soul. This is a Baptiſm of 
Pie this muſt burn and eat up all the Droſs and 
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corrupt” Affections in us; and with this Water and 
Blood God gives his Holy Spirit in our Hearts, like 
4 Fountain ſpringing up into everlaſting 20 3 
— it dut upon us, and anoints us his Kings and 
© Prieſts: He brings with him the Blood of Jeſut, 
I and waſhes us in Heart and Spirit throughout, ſo 
| that He can ſay, Te are clean. Without this, all 
I] boa ing of being baptized by the beſt Men, in the 
ll beſt Form, and in the moſt" pure Chinch, will ſtand 

| us in little ſtead. 7f I waſh thee not, faith our Sa- 
viour. thou baſt no Part with nue. 
This Doctrine then of the Baptiſm of Cbriſt is 
weighty when adminiftered in Faith, and brings with 
it the Seal and Sign of the Regeneration of the Holy 
Ghoft, and is not a carnal Ordinance or Device of 
Men, but is from' above, and the immediate Ap- 
e and Order of God our Saviour, and muſt 
de reckoned among the Firſt Principles Cbriſtia- 
I come now to ſpeak of the Laying on of Hande, 
and this is twofold, 'Fir/t, the laying on of Hands 
'| to bleſs in the Time of Bapti/m, and this was for- 
| merly called Confirmation; and, Secondly, the layir 
1 on of Hands in ſending out Miniſters into God's Huſ- 
1 bandry; of both which I ſhall ſpeak particularly, 
aw i of abies HET HP on. 
Our Saviour uſed this laying on of Hands Himſelf, 
not only in healing ſome difeaſed People, but when 
he took up the Children in his Arms He laid bis 
Hand upon them and bleſſed them. He did the ſame 
in Effect when He Hifted bis Hands over them and 
Bleſſed them, at his Aſcenſion. But the Apoſtles uſed 
it frequently, Ananias laid bis Hands upon Saul, and 
at once he received bis Sight and the Holy Ghoſt. 
St. Peter and Fobn laid their Hands on ſuch as had 
een baptized in Samaria by Philip, and they _— | 
EE 26 ph be 
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the Holy Ghoff. Alſo St. PauAdid the ſame to ſome 
in Epheſus, and when be had laid bis Hands on them 
they received the Holy Gbeſt. This was the Cuſtom 
of the Primitive Church, and though in Form th 
have nbt been exactly the ſame, yet almoſt all the 
Churches bave retained it, and believed, that by the 
laying on of Hands the Bleſſing of Jeſus Chriſt is gi- 
ven and the Holy Ghoſt. Some Churches lay on 
Hands and confirm the baptized Perſon immediately, 
and others defer it till a time of riper Years, and 
this has been the Cuſtom of our National Church at 
this Day. There are other Churches who lay on 
Hands before Baptiſm, and claim thereby, in the 
Name of the Lord, the Soul to be. his Property, 
and the Redeemed of his Blood.” Some Churches 
receive Members into their Communion with the 
laying on of Hands, and in, the ſame Manner Bleſs 
the Sick, the Penitent, and departing Souls; and ſince 
the Scriptures have declared this fort of Bleſſing, 
a Principle of Chriſtianity, and have not ſaid how 
often, or at what Time it ſhould be done, we can- 
not with Safety condemn this Uſe in the Churches of 
Chriſt, but what appears moſt apoſtolical and accord- 
ing to the Scriptures myſt be eſteemed the beſt, 
and all the reſt may be allowed very 829d, when done 
in Faith and in the Name FA Feſus rift | 

The laying on of Hands for appointing Miniſters, 
Sc. in the Church is of another Sort, and though 
not always abſolutely neceſſary, yet of Divine In- 
ſtitution, and is now called Ordination. We know, 
though Aaron, Foſbua, and others were ſent with the 
laying on of Hands, that the fame Lord in the Jewiſh 
Church ſent” many Prophets and Miniſters who had 
no ſuch Ordination, nor were Levites, or ealled as 
Aaron to the Prieſthood, nor were they the Fir/i- 
born of their Mothers, &c, but ſome were Shep- 


herds, 
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herds, Herdſmen, Gatherers of Sycamore, Fruit, 
ic. out of different Tribes choſen and ſent, as the 
Holy Ghoft pleaſed ; and thus it has been ſince in the 
_ Chriſtian Church, for therein firſt, Feſus ſent out his 

Apoſtles and ſeventy Diſciples to be his Miniſters, but 
the Manner in which he ordained them was properl 
by bis breathing on them, or pouring out his Holy Gboſt 
upon them. Though before either of theſe Things 
were done at his Word, they had gone out, preached, 
healed the Sick, and baptized; but for all this, his 
ſending them was Warrant and Authority enough. 
"Theſe afterwards uſed the /aying on of Hands in ap- 
pointing the ſeven Deacons at Jeruſalem. So St. 
Paul himſelf and Barnabas were in like manner 
ſent out by the Church at Antioch, with Faſting, 
Prayer, and the laying on of Hands, and this was 
done at the Commandment of the Holy Gboſt. 
Gifts ſuitable to the Office of Servants of God have 
been beſtowed in the Uſe of this /aying on of Hands, 
for ſo St. Paul writes to Timothy, Neglect not that 
Gift that is in thee, which was given thee by Pro- 
phecy, with the laying an of the Hands of the Preſ- 
bytery. Again he fays, \ Wherefore I put thee in Re- 
membrance that thou ſtir up the Gift of God which 
is in thee, by the putting on of my Hands ; and he 
deſires Timothy firſt to try ſuch as are Preachers, 
and not lay Hands ſuddenly on any Man. 'This Doc- 
trine of the laying on of Hands at the ſending out of 
Miniſters, like the Confirmation and Baptiſm, has 
been differently adminiſtered ; ſome have thought, 
becauſe Pau! mentions the laying on of bis Hand:, 
that Biſhops only have the Right to ordain, - but 
others have obſerved, ſeveral laid their Hands on the . 
Deacons and on Paul and Barnabas, and alſo the 
Preſbytery ordained Timothy, for which Reaſon they 
have believed the latter more ſcriptural, and thought 
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3 the former a ſort of Uſurpation of Biſhops, and al. 


moſt all the Reformed and Proteſtant Churches are 
of this Mind; but there are yet others who mini- 
ſter and have not the laying on of Hands, and 
theſe find out Inſtances enough in the Scripture of 
Men that have ſo done, ſuch as Apollor, and thoſe 


ſeattered abroad 41 the Perſecution, who went 


where teaching and preaching the Word, Alſo St. 
Paul ſays, All might preach, and, like Moſes, wiſh- 
ed, all the Lord's People were Propbets. A regular 
Miniſtry ordained with laying on of the Hands of 
Men of Faith and the Holy Ghoſt, is and muſt 
great Bleſſing to a Chriſtian Church, eſpecially 
where Men fo ordained are inwardly moved of the 
Holy Spirit to take upon them that Office, and who, 
not for Lucre, or of Conſtraint, or for Honour, or 
with any View but to ſerve the Church and Flock, 
which God purchaſed with his 9wn Blood, take the 
Overſight and Charge of Souls; for without this, 
the laying on of Hands is a good Sign, but it profits 
nothing. At the ſame time that an orderly and re- 
gular Miniſtry may be good, and fave many Heats 
and Confuſions in a Congregation, yet it would be 
dangerous to condemn or hinder any who with ſin- 
cere Views preach the Goſpel, and propagate the 
Faith of Chriſt to the Salvation of Souls, though 
they have not been ſent of Men, for God ſends by 
whom he will fend, and all who are raſh in cenſu- 
ring their Miſſion, muſt take Care leſt they be found 
ppoſing Cbriſt, and fighting againſt Him who by 
ooliſh People, and mean and. baſe Things will fave 
them that believe, and deſtroy and bring to no- 
thing the Underſtanding of the Prudent. The Mean- 
neſs of a Preacher does no more prove that he is 
not ſent of Cod, than the Apoſtles being poor Fiſber- 
men would prove they were Impoſtors ; nor their 


being 


TT 


2 „ 
being not regularly brought up and educated for the 
Miniſtry, and ordained thereto, is any more a Rea- 
ſon they are Deceivers and falſe Teachers, than 
the Diſciples were ſuch, becauſe they were not train- 
ed up in che School of. the Prophets, or called as was 
| Aaron, Let therefore all fo act and ſo do, that 
with a Conſcience clear and undefiled they may fi- 
nith their own Courſe of labouring in the Church, 
and if others in a e preach Chriſi, let 
them rejoice and hope the beſt, ſince many ſball 
run to and fro and Knowledge ſball be increaſed, and 
many be made wiſe to eternal Life, Tag 

I ſhall now fpeak of the Doctrine of the Reſur- 
reflion of the Dead, for that is yet another Principle 
of Chriltianity. | 58 

That the Dead, Small and Great, Juſt and Un- 
Juſt, ſhall ariſe again and come to Life through the 
Reſurrectiůon of Jeſus, is fully aſſerted in St. Paul's 
"firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians; and our Saviaur 
himſelf taught it, All that are in the Graves ſball bear 
the Voice of the Son of Gad and ſball come forth. SQ 
the Prophets have conſtantly taught, theſe that fleep 
in the Duſt of the Earth ſball awake ; and therefore 
is Cod called the God of Abraham, e, Iſaac, and of 
Jacob, becauſe, though they are dead, he knows 
they ſhall live again and riſe with bis. dead Body; 
and as he foreſees Things that are not as though they 
were, All live to bim. If the Dead were not to 
riſe, we ſhould not ſo eaſily part with our Chriſtian 
Friends, but ſhould forrow as Men without Hope, 
ſince we ſhould never meet again; but now, fence 
Chrift- is roſen, and become the F e of them 
that ſlept, we knaw we alſo ſhall riſe again, and 
come with him at bis appearing, It is no Harm that 
we reſt our Bodies in the Grave, for Sin has ſo 
fpoiled and weakened our mortal Frame that it can- 


— [ - , 


— 


129 

not bear up or ſupport under many Years Fatigue 
2 Labour but muſt reſt. It would be no Bleſ- 

to. live after Sickneſs and Pains had worn us 
out, and old Age made us incapable of being of any 
more Service in our Generation; therefore has our 
wiſe and good Lord lain in the Grave himſelf, and 
Ianctiſied the State of the Dead, that we might go 
through * dar x Fall. eu » and * 12 
rejo nowing we y fleep, at Je- 
fers Ca ſhall again lift up our Heads and 1 
Life eternal. But 1 can be ſo only to ch 
have experienced the i Reſurrection, or have by 
ſen again with Chriſt Feſus to a new Life, Our 
Saviour is Himſelf the Reſurrection and the Life, be 
that believeth in bim, though be were dead in Adam, 
and in Treſpaſſes and Sins He live for ever ; and 
whoſoever has that new and de to be⸗ 
lieve, be ſball never * he ſhall not feel thoſe in- 
ward Horrors, and Pangs, and Gnawings of Con- 
ſcience, nor the Wrath of God, nor Fury of the 
Devil, nor dread eternal Burnings ; ; he ſhall not 
taſte of the ſecond Death, his Departure ſhall only 
be to him like the ſweet Sleep of the wayfaring Man 
ahd Traveller, who having reached, tired and wea- 
ry, bis own Houle, reſks and ſleeps in Peace; fo 
ſhall one who partakes of Jeſus's guictening Spirit be 
5 and holy, the ſecond Death ſhall bave no Power 

him. 

"When the Saviour's Marriage Day comes, and 
the Trympets are ſounding at Midnight, go ye out 
fo meet. him | Behold the Brid:groom cometh, He 
comes He comes on Clouds | They ſhall riſe Mw 
Our Saviour's ſweet Voice, which cauſeth thoſe that 
are. aſleep to ſpeak, will tenderly awake them, J 
will 22 them up, he faith, at the laft Day. He 
will ſay, to their eternal Joy, Riſe up my Love, my 


ves 


Dove, and come away Then ſhall they open their 


[ 30 } 


Eyes and ſee Jeſus Face to Face, their Mortality 
ſhall be changed into Immortality, and their Corrup- 
tion into Incorruption : They ſhall have ſlept their 
Sleep out, and fully reſted, ſhall rife and follow 
him whom their Souls loved : The Bride ſball go 
with the Bridegroom in to the Wedding, that is, they 
ſhall be taken up with Him, we | appear in the 
Air with Him; then ſhall their deſpiſed and re- 
proached Company have Honour in the Sight of all 
ankind ; then ſhall thoſe that have uſed them ill 
ſee them at Chri/?'s Right Hand, they ſhall hear him 


confeſs them, and call them the Bleſſed Children of 


bis Father ; all that have hated them ſhall reflect in 
that Day and ſay, Theſe are they whom we had in 
Derifron, and as a By-word and Proverb of Reproach ; 


ave Fools counted their Lives Madneſs, and their End © 
to be without Honour, but now are they numbered 


with the Saints, and bave their Portion with the 
Children of God ; © then muſt they worſhip at their 
Feet, and know that Jeſus has loved them. Thus 
ſhall it be with all in the Reſurrection who have a 
Part in Chriſt, and whoſe Voice awakened them to 
believe in him unto Life eternal. Ft gy 


But far otherwiſe will it be with the Kindred: of 
the Earth, with all who belong to the World, and 


Have lived and died Strangers to our Saviour, they 
alſo ſhall riſe, and they alſo who have pierfed Him 
Pall fee Him, and wail becauſe of Him, It muſt 
be a heavy Time to ſuch, a Day of 2 and 
Darkneſs, a Day wherein the mighty Man ſball weep 
bitterly, and all Faces look pale. Theſe, though they 
riſe again, are dead, and in as much as they did not 


ke ourSavieur, they ſhall feel what it is to be without 


| him, and as they loved not his Living and Dons: 
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they ſhall live to dye for ever, and the Reſurrechion 


ſnall be no Bleſſing to them at all. 

How can the Dead live, or their Duſt mouldered 
away and driven far off by Winds, devoured by Beaſts, 
waſted in the Seas, be again brought together? muſt 
not be the Queſtion of a Believer; for to Him that 


ſaith, and it is done, all Things are poſſible, and to 


form all Things at firſt out of nothing, or to call Men 
dead ſome thouſands of Years to Life, are equally 
ealy to the Creator. This alſo is a manifeſt Proof 
of the Godbead and Divine Supremacy and Almigh- 
ty Power of Chri/t, that by Him all ſhall be made 
alive; He ſhall make Death and Hell deliver up 
their Dead, and the Graves and the Seas give back 
all that are therein, when he ſhall begin his new 
Creation of the Earth, and make us his Fir/t-fruits, 
his Harveſt, which were ſown in Weakneſs, but 
ſhall be raiſed in Power ; and when this vile Body 
ſhall be rendered an innocent, righteous, and a 
glorious Body like his own, and thus will he do 
according to the mighty Working whereby be is able 
to ſubdue all Things unto bimſelf. But in this Place 
it will be proper to treat of another Principle of Chri- 
ſtianity, and that is, . 

Of the Eternal Fudgment, which is the laſt mentĩ- 
oned by the Apoſtle, and of which I will ſpeak a few 
Words and conclude this Diſcourſe.  _ | 

There is no Doubt but that the ſame almighty 
and long-ſuffering God, who is now our Saviour, 
will one Day judge Righteous Judgment, and ſet 
all the many difficult and intricate Matters in a 


Clear Light. All the hidden Things of Darkneſs ſhall 
de brought to Light, and he will manifeft the 


Counſels of every Heart. All the Oppreſſors and 
the Oppreſſed ſhall then appear before Him, and 
whatever has been done wrong nn 


- He ſhall deal juſtly, and decide bet un bim that 
feroed God and bim that ſerved him not. Hence 


Judgment, becauſe then every ſecret Thing ſhall 


| ka ** Souls who believed in Jeſus, and the con- 


now, in Confidence of this, 
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is this Day called the Day f _ on, the Day of 


come. into Judgment, and what has been done in 
Ao b nga 1 the Houſe - top. Two 
then be * the clearing and juſtify - 


demning or rather chaſtening ſuch as have deſpiſed 
the Blood of his Covenant, and would not come to Him 
that they might have Life. 

The firſt our Saviour will do before Men and 
Angels; let Satan appear then to accuſe the Bre- 
thren, 24 ſeek for their Iniquity that he may lay 
it to their Charge, and it Pall be bid, our Savi- 
aur's Wounds have covered it, his Grave has buried 
it, the Nails and Inſtruments that tore his Fleſh 
have torn it all to nathing, it ſba/l not be found. 
2 us ſhall then make it appear as the Light, and 

is juſt Dealing as the Noon Day, that be ſaved 
then with Righteouſneſs, and all bis Converts with 
Equity, He will then ſhew how he paid their Debts, 
endured their Chaſtiſement, and drank up their Cup, 
bore their Sorrows and Curſe, and ſuffered the full 
Due and Reward of their Sins ; that he healed their 
Breach and made them ri hteous, and ſhould the 
Law and all that was againſt them-appear and accuſe, 
or make it plain, /o much oweſt thou unto my Lord, 
the Wounds in Chri/?'s Hands ſhall anſwer for us: The 
Iron Pen that nailed him to the Croſs filed all our Bills 
and Bonds there, and the Receipt wherein God has 
wrote, I am well ple Pleaſed, ſhall To eaſy to be read 
upon every bleeding Nail - print. Therefore we ſuig 


141. 


2h fl wege ll hore he int, 


: On Jeſu's Hands and Side: 
. Pm ſafe, O Hell! O Death! and on 
Ye cannot bring me guilty in, 


For Jeſus for me i dy d is 


juſtified by believing in Jeſus, they ſhall then bleſs 
the Day that ever they were 'born ; they ſhall 'bleſs 


y the Day in which they heard of the Free 


uſtification by Chri us; for the Lord the rigb- 
Ms, pure ny: — own dear Lord and Savi- 
paſs the eternal Judgment in their Favour, 

No lau ſball be ſeen in them, for his Name ſake 
in which they have truſted, they fn be ſaved with 
an everlaſting Salvation, and for his Death's ſake, in 


which they have believed, He ſhall fave their Souls 


and Bodies for ever alive. As they loved him in 


the World, they ſhall be with him in Worlds to 


come, and ſhall ſee his Face, be his Bride and Wife, 
his Children, his Brethren, his Favourites, his Firſt 
born; and, like as in the Earth his crucified Body 
was their Happineſs, and they delighted in looking 
on Him, his Reproach, and 32 and Sufferings 


were dear to them, and they could venture 


him Body and Soul, and choſe him for their Lord 


Sad alone, fo mall He continue their Glory eter- 


nally. They ſhall not be diſappointed, they ſbalt 


follow him —— be goeth, and go no oy, 


out of bis Temple. 

It ſhall not be fo with Unbelievers, and Nen 
who have been fearful and could not truſt the _ 
of God, they ſhall be aſhamed at his Comi 
all ſuch as © have loved their Sins more than Re 
A a . | - deemer, 


* \ 


For over hy thoſe who in that Day have wt 


Written with Iron Pens in Blood, | | | 
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deemer, who did Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, and 
who would not be led by him to the Saviour, but 
contrary to all his tender Calls and loving Convic- 
tions, ruſhed forward, trampling upon the Blogd of 
the Sou 1 and lighting it as if it had been a 
common Thing, ſuch will rue and repent that Beha- 
viour ; ſo will they who have rather truſted their 
"own Works than his Obedience, who denied his D:- 
vinity and: Godbead, and all who have reſiſted his 

ercy and would not come to him, nor ſought nor 
enquired for his Salvation; when he comes, theſe 

- ynjuſt and unholy Men ſhall be unjuſt and unboly 
fill, an eternal Judgment muſt. paſs upon them, 
and they found unworthy ta fland. before the Son of. 
Man; As they would not come under the Shelter 
of his Croſs and out-ſtretched Arms, which were 
ſtretched out as the Wings of an Hen over her 
Young when. the Storm was coming, they myſt 
bear the Tempeſt and periſh in their Sin; they 
er, to the Enemy and muſt be his Servants; 
Bey loved not Bleſſing, therefore it ſball be far from 
them, they delighted in Curſing, therefare it ſball bap- 
pen to them, and theſe ſball go away into everlaſting 
Puniſhment, May none here be of that unhappy 
Number. | | 


© I have now. ſpoken freely of the Firſi Principles 
of Chriſtianity, ſuch, at leaſt as the Apoſtle mentions 
| to the Hebretys, and will only obſerve, that though 
thele are rue Doctrines, and of great Service to 
ſuch as are Children of Cad, in that they preſerve 
them who have learned them of the Lord from be- 
ing toſſed abaut with every Wind of ; Dodtrine, but 
557 Bold faſt the Form & 7 Words, and are efta- 
bed; yet to have theſe Principles, in che Head 
oply,” and not to know in the Heart what true Re- 
Plus Faith mn wr El Gd Tels 1h Bu 
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Soundneſs of Judgment, ſhall rather be a Hurt to him 
than a Bleſſing. 
My dear Brethren, I wiſh you heartily to weigh 
all that has been ſaid, and % enter into your Cloſet, 
and ſhut the Door after you, and there hold an Aſ- 
ſize m your own Breaſts before the Lord, examine 
yourſelves, if you have turned to him unfeignedly, 
and with your whole Heart, and repented of your 
paſt Sins and dead Works? If you have indeed 
left the World and its lying Vanities, and are dead 
to all its Pleaſures, Honours, and Enjoyments, and 


againſt whom you have ſinned wantonly? Or if you 
know what it is to ſee all Setf-righteouſneſs a mere 
Babel, and inſufficient to make a Soul happy, or 
cloath its Nakedneſs before God and the Angels, and 
have repented of all your Pride in that Way, fo 
that you bluſh at the remembring your former high 


aſhamed in your inmoſt Heart at the good Opinion 


* 


ae. and his Blood and Sufferings, and how you 
have ſlighted his Love, and neglected to make ſure 
your Calling and Election, your Title and Intereſt 
to his Reſt and Kingdom? - Yes, my Brethren, en- 
ter into judgment with your on Souls, and let 


Chriſtianity, and of the low and mean Thoughts of 


ter, but fink as poor condemned and guilty Cri- 
minals before the Feet of Feſus Cbriſt, and there 
pour out your Prayers and Tears, there open your 
afflicted and grieved Minds, and let him refreſh you, 


you, let him ſprinkle you from all your Idols, ”_ 
= or 7 E * * 
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1iſu of the Hely Ghoſt, &c. all his Knowledge and 


with Bitterneſs have ſought Forgiveneſs at his Hands 


Thoughts of your Goodneſs and Sobriety, and are 
you have had of yourſelves and of your Eſtate in 


no one leſs than the Holy G bot be your Comfor- 


let his Spirit teach you to believe to the ſaving of 
your Souls, Jet him lay his Hands oa you and bleſs 
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deans”: you from all your Filthineſs, and make 964 
new and clean Hearts, of all which he will be in 
you the faithful and true Witneſs, that ſo __ re- 
pented of dead Works, obtained Faith in Chriſt, and 
been baptized into bir Death, & c. ye may chearfully 
the Reſurrection and N fo come, and 
therein ſtand bold as a Lyon, or as a Bride waiting 
for the Bridegroom ; till then preſs forward to know 
more and miore of fur and his great Sacrifice, which 
* Boy {ea and in which ye ſhall ſtand 'compleat in 
ay of his Coming with great Joy, and be found F 
RY tis lory for ever. Amen. 


THOU great Biſhop and d ele of” our Profeſſion, 
whoſe nes ſhall be dearer to me than Gold, 
and more precious than fine Gold, inſtruct me rightly in 
all Things which concern my eternal Safety. Let me ſo 
hear all thy Words and Sayings as nn OS. 
— derte Wiſdom biaſs me, or lead — aſide from 
ng imp all thy Scriptures. thy 8 
teach me — — true Meaning of * Wake 
Got epeine y' oh ca Ft „ 
and Faithfulneſs i in . Mae | 


| uach des een e ee 
E 
ra epart rejoicing in thy Salvation. ve a parti- 
cular Care of me, and ſo bleſs and endow me with thy 
8 pirit that I re led Jefaly and dwell alone and onl 


Fr thee in the Give me alſo a Part in the Fi 
8 ＋ et not the judgment to come hurt me. 
and dear Maſter and Minifter Feſus, 


womens fed 2 
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